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AAWC Hosts 2nd “Smarties” Seminar: 

Survival in these Economic Times  
 

The Asian American Women’s Coalition (AAWC) organized a free seminar aimed at helping 

participants become more proactive and learn to make informed decisions in handling personal 
finances in light of the current economic downturn.  The seminar, “Survival in these Economic 
Times for Smarties”, was held on February 28, 2009, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM at the PECO conference 
hall on 2301 Market Street in Philadelphia with nearly 100 attendees.  
 
The seminar started with welcome remarks from Margaret Chin, AAWC president.  Nydia Han, 
Consumer Reporter for WPVI-TV6abc and also AAWC advisory board member, introduced the 
program.   At the plenary session Steve Sanders, chairman and chief executive officer of First 
Genesis Financial group, delivered the keynote presentation.  Sanders spoke on macro-economic 
trends, financial market strategies, entrepreneurship and wealth management issues.  Lucia Bruce, 
regional manager of the Women’s Bureau of the US Department of Labor, also talked briefly about 
Wi$eUp, the agency’s financial education online curriculum for women.  Two modules from this 
curriculum were presented at the seminar.   

After the plenary session, four break up sessions were held.  “Credit in a Money World”, from the 
US Women’s Bureau Wi$eUp Financial Planning Handbook for Generation X Women, Chapter 4, 
was presented by Lisa Susanto, senior wealth planner at PNC Bank and also AAWC board member.  
Tema Steele of Steele Financial Solutions presented “Preparing for Retirement”. Pearl Lee, vice 
president of Janney Montgomery Scott and AAWC board member, presented “Becoming an 
Investor” from Chapter 7 of Wi$eUp: A Financial Planning Handbook for Generation X Women.  
The session on “Help, I Think I’m Going to Lose My Job: Employment and Job Security” was 
presented by Mary Krick, human resources director at PECO, and May Mon Post, owner of Post 
Law Firm where she represents clients in all aspects of employment related litigation.       

 

                                          The seminar was made possible with the support of the Powell Family Foundation.  
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The Asian American Women’s Coalition (AAWC) is a multicultural group dedicated to the concerns 

of all Asian American women. The AAWC mission is to promote the advancement of Asian American 

women through leadership and mutual support. 
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Participants at the plenary session of “Surviving in these Economic Times” listen to Steve Sanders, Chairman and CEO of 
Genesis First Financial Group.  Photo courtesy of Maggie Young 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The AAWC newsletter is published for AAWC members and about AAWC members. Please e-mail relevant and brief (not more than 6 

lines) articles, announcements, contributions, etc., to Rona Navera at R O N A @ P A S S I . U S .   The next quarterly report will be published in 

June 2009.  Deadline for submission of articles and comments for the next issue is May 30, 2009. 

 

AAWC 2009 Schedule of 

Meetings /Events  

  

Feb 28 (Sat); 8:30AM -1PM; òSmartiesó seminar &  

            Annual Meeting; PECO  

 

Mar 11 (Wed); 6 ð 8PM; Meeting; Lee How Fook  

 

Apr 11 (Sat); 10AM -12NN; Meeting; Philadelphia     

            Chinatown Development Corp. (PCDC)  

 

May 13 (Wed); 6 ð 8PM; Meeting; Ruby Buffet  

 

Jun 13 (Sat); 10AM -12NN; Meeting; PCDC  

 

Jun 19 (Fri); 6 ð 9PM; AAWC Fund Raising  

            Banquet; Joy Tsin Lau Res taurant  

 

Jly 8 (Wed); 6 ð 8 PM, Meeting; TBD  

 

Aug 8 (Sat); 10AM -12NN, Meeting, PCDC  

 

Sep 9 (Wed); 6 ð 8PM; Meeting; TBD  

 

Oct 10 (Sat); 10AM -12NN; Letõs Mingle &    

           Meeting; TBD  

 

Nov 11 (Wed); 6 ð 8PM; Meeting; PCDC   

  

Dec 4 (Fri); 6 ð 8PM; Nomi nation of Officers,  

          Meeting & Wrapping Party; Methodist  

          Hospital  

 

Dec 5 (Sat); 11AM -1:30PM; Childrenõs Holiday  

          Party; Methodist Hospital   
 

 

Welcome New Members  

  

Jiang Ding  

Melissa Kim  

May Mon Post  

Anne Thompson  

Cheryl Jacobs Viscomi  

PHOTO GALLERY: Survival in these Economic 

Times for “Smarties”; photos by Maggie Young 

As a culminating event of the financial event, Judge Ida Chen (R) leads the oath taking 
ceremony for the 2009 AAWC Board members and officers. 

Mary Krick  (left) and May Mon Post (right) speaking on employment and job security. 

Tema Steele sharing strategies to be better prepared for retirement. 

Margaret Chin (left) and Nydia Han (right) providing their introductory remarks. 
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